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From the Editor 


MAINLY FOR 
PACIFISTS 


IE staff of Peace News join 
with me in wishing all our 
Waders a very happy New 
“Sar; and also in thanking those 
_ of | =the volunteer* packers and 
a | Ustributors, the street-sellers 


| 
| 
| 
| 


we | a 3 ; 
a 0 | “Md subscribers to the Fund, in 
by, Particular—without whose ex- 
2 be tions we should not have sur- 
_ | Wed 1948. 
1 , Thanks to them, the circulation 
had tained fairly steady throughout 
small Wh year (with occasional jumps 
"a 4 street-sellers turned out 
7 b Masse), and the Fund has mounted 
oe © nearly double the figure for 1947, 
ture Wa this is encouraging indeed. 
ce we still have a long way to go 
it Tore PN can be said to_be serving 
paw ~ purpose adequately. Its twofold 
wel fier 8°: to present the case for paci- 
> St | 4 ™, thereby winning new signa- 
i, 08 Mes to the Pledge, “I renounce 
the 1 Y, and will never support or sanc- 
and ie another”; and to present all 
sand vine is best in the thought and acti- 
cifist ty of pacifists. PN can only serve 
SUS purpose adequately if it reaches 
sgow De ar wider public than it does at 
6 a | sent, 
more Ss BIGGER PRN? 
ee 4 Tn the very near future it will be 
How isible, with the lifting of news- 
1 of ant restrictions, to issue a more at- 
tsidé bigeive paper—with, bigger print, 
9ting Leger margins, more room for illus- 
> a ations, If this is to be done, how- 
qd for? We must be sure that the Fund 
3 if r 1949 totals at least £1,000. 
et’ agese, therefore, if you value PN 
tel’ | a K upon 16s. 6d. as your minimum 
"oul iqttal subscription. | Our monthly 
retel Teet is £85 for the Fund. 
sas” rethen, if the improved PN is to 
8th the’ wider public for which it 
ng lesigned (and incidentally, to be- 
the! | Me independent of the Fund alto- 
wha’ | ther), we must expand the circula- 
amt} '8n by at least 2,000 this year. Our 
um), tthly target will be 200 new sub- 
atte ‘Tipers. 
alg | R,uhose sound big figures, I know. 
it. the they are not beyond the power of 
2 re | Sus hacifist movement to realise,.if it 
oa Minely believes in “the necessity 
| peacifism.” There are innumerable 
Biot ig” in which our supporters can 
me les: By acting as local correspon- 
pe | tees, and by constructive criticism, 
rel tay Can improve the quality of the 
an Htents. By taking out trial subs. 
ied | Sat friends; by adopting the “ Glouc- 
Mr &r scheme” for forwarding their 
hing copies to people who might be 
yo! }f, ested, in the wrappers and with 
fall te. Mtroductory leaflet provided by 
gh log for the purpose; by getting their 
1 2m al libraries and newsagents to dis- 
—_— [ kn it, they can make the paper 
{Ne Wn to the thousands of potential 
y | *W readers. 
G | A CHALLENGE 
ofl iene We pacifists do not grasp every 
y MV aaice to make the. case for’ pacifism 
i ey, the achieveménts of pacifists un- 
ye Stood, nobody else will do so. 
3 a4 am setting these two" targets— 
Siem | anh 00 for the Fund, 2,000 additional 
| ig, 8cribers—therefore, as a chal- 
tion” | Unk’ to you and no less to myself. 


at} are at least approx 
H pongely reached, I, for. one, shall con- 
yw like that I have failed to make PN 
OM I the @per it ought to be, and draw 
A \" Begsetoral cae. Mel 
Do} your courage to the sticking 

<q | Mt, and we'll not fail”! 


jyou"se again,a happy New Year to 
F. A. LEA 


9EACE NEWS 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


___THREE PENCE 


‘Black Saturday’ Protest at 
Conscription of Britain’s Youth 


HE No Conscription Council has received many messages of support for the great 
Protest Meeting* to be held to-morrow, Saturday, Jan. 1—the day on which the 
new National Service Act comes into force. 


J. ALLEN SKINNER, the Council’s Chairman writes: 


“The establishment of peacetime conscription by a Labour Govern- 


ment in Great Britain damages 
hitherto held to be desirable. 


“Jt does damage to our faith in the will.and capacity of. the present- 
day Labour Party to adhere to the great principles of the pioneers 


who founded their movement. 


“Tt creates conditions that endanger the moral character and the 


stamina of our youth. 


“Jt is an aggravation of our economic difficulties and an obstacle to 


our industrial recovery. . 
“Tt contributes to the maintenance 


world, and thus is a means to the creation of fear and the per- 


petuation of want. 


“For pacifists, it phovides a constant oppoytunity for action in giving 


effect to their convictions. 
* Kivery pacifist should enter into a 


himself or herself, not to permit a month to pass, while conscription 
remains a part of our law, without ‘taking some action to manifest 
all can help to resist our falling into a passive 
acquiescence in continued conscription.” 


opposition ... 


KATHLEEN LONSDALE, DSc, 


“As a scientist I realise, perhaps more clearly than most people, 
just what a third world war would mean, and it horrifies me that 
young men here, as in Russia and America, are being trained for 
war, in peacetime; that young people all over the world are in 
danger of thinking of war as natural, and almost as inevitable. 
We ought to be training them, instead, to think of war as madness, 
as a horrible relic of the pre-atomic age. 7 
“That our young men should be trained, at a most impressionable 


age, to blind obedience to orders 


{rom anyone. with aloud voice and an appearance of authority, 
is the greatest possible danger to humanity... . . 
been conditioned to obey orders without questioning the morality 
of those orders, have had the worst possible training for citizen- 


ship. 


“Conscription is futile, because those vety countries which have had 
it longest—France and Germany—have not, by its means, avoided 
But it is also, dangerous, because it 


either war or defeat in war. 


or endangers many things 


of militarism throughout the 


disciplinary engagement with 


FRS, writes: 


from leaders, from the State, 


Men who have 


tends to build up a vested interest in war, and thereby makes war 


more likely. 


“ As a Christian I believe that it is utterly wrong to base our national 


policy and our international relations on fear and suspicion; that 
it is utterly wrong to train young men to kill their fellow-men. 
“T appeal to ‘every man and woman of goodwill to join in the fight 


against this wicked folly.” 


MR. T. SCOLLAN, MP, writing 
to express his regret that he 
will be unable to attend the 
meeting says: 

“My message to the meeting is, that 
no nobler cause could be espoused 
than that of freeing the imprisoned 
soul of youth.” 

MP, 


WALTER H. AYLES, 
writes: 

“The abolition of conscription 
throughout the world would do more 
to lessen the virulence of the mili- 
tary spirit than almost anything 
else. Meanwhile we must concen- 
trate on the principle that human 
personality is sacred, and none have 
the right to violate it—and persuade 
men so.” 


FENNER BROCKWAY, Chair- 
man Central Board for Con- 
scientious Objectors, writes: 

“TI am sorry I cannot be present at 
the meeting. . . . In my view con- 
scription should be opposed for two 
reasons. 

“First, if soldiers can only be ob- 
tained by compulsion, this is an 
indication that there is no spon- 
taneous support for a policy which 
requires large military forces. A 
democritic government should res- 
pect this opinion and should adjust 
its foreign policy accordingly. 

“ Second, conscription is a denial of 
liberty, and is an acceptance of the 
totalitarian principle that the in- 
dividual should exist for the State 
rather than the State for the 
individual.” 


* To be. held in Friends House, 


Euston, see classified advertisement 
columns, page three. 


E British Four Year Plan 

can be treated either as the 
Government’s long-term policy 
for making Britain independent 
of American aid by 1952, or as 
what it was supposed to be, one 
contribution among others to 
the material required for draw- 
ing up a European Plan. 


If we regard it as the Government’s 
settled policy, subject only to such 
“nnpredictable and rapidly changing 


COMMENTARY 
by BRUCE ODSPUR 


efforts” as may arise in the future, 
then it is hard to resist the Manches- 
ter Guirdian’s conclusion that “ This 
plan is no plan. It is avday-dream.” 
The very targets set could in most 
cases only be attained if there were 
no likelihood of a further withdrawal 
of manpower to war-preparations. 
The ever-increasing volume of exports 
envisaged depends on an ever-increas- 
ing market for our manufactures, and 
supply of food and raw materials in 
return. 

If, on the other hand, we regard the 
Plan merely as one contribution to the 
material required by OEEC, it be- 
comes, not indeed a day-dream, but a 
nightmare. For. at every point our 
exports will be competing fiercely with 
those’ of the other West European 
countries, in particular the Bizone of 


IN PRISON FOR 
OPPOSING CONSCRIPTION 


New Years’ Day will find young COs in 
many countries behind prison bars. . 
many other “ cranks’. who have changed 
the face of the world. 


Sir Stafford’s 


. like 


New Year’s 
Resolution 


Germany. The production of a 
“master-plan ”’ seems to present in- 
soluble problems. It is, in fact, al- 
ready being whispered in authorita- 
tive circles, that no such master-plan 
will ever emerge. 


Competition continues 


"THEORETICALLY, competition be- 
tween the nations of Western 


Europe could be eliminated,- first, by. 


abolishing tariffs and allowing ‘all 
those industries which can only 
flourish under protection to die a 
natural death; secondly, by bringing 
all the mines, steel and textile plants, 
for example, under international 
ownership. In practice, the first 
measure would create widespread,, 
though temporary, unemployment; 
and the second presupposes, not 
merely Socialist, but International 
SociaHst, ministries in all the 
countries concerned. 

Yet, at the very time when the 
State Department is expressing its 
anxiety to see the economy of Western 
Europe “scrambled,” the U.S. authori- 
ties in Germany are doing everything 
possible to facilitate the return to 
power of the old Ruhr industrialists! 
And in Italy, France and Benelux, 
nothing at present is more unlikely 
than the ‘ppearance of Socialigt 
Governments. 

All this goes to show that Mr. 
Attlee was not being merely perverse 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 


December 31, 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


Stamford Hill 2262 


Available from Newsagents and Bookstalls, 
or direct from the above address. 


CENTRAL 
QUESTION 


AT the meeting of the British 
4*® Council of Churches last montn, 
the Chairman of the Commission on 
the Era of Atomic Power, Dr. J. H. 
Oldham, read a report which has now 
been published as a supplement to the 
Christian “News-Letter (No. 3825). 
This report is of the first importance, 
to pacifists and non-pacifists alike. It 
presents, perhaps more fairly than 
ever before, the dilemma in which 
Christians find themseives today— 
those Christians, that-is to say, who 
are honestly facing: what Dr. Oldham 
calls “the central question of the 
Christian attitude to modern war.” 


-. The first line of argument to which 
the Christian must address himself 
is as follows: 


“ Indiscriminate massacre is sheer 
inhumanigy unredeemed by any sav- 
ing gracé. To blot out of existence 
by a single bomb 60,000 persons, to 
reduce the cities of men to a heap 
of rubble, to extinguish over wide 
areas all human, animal and plant 
life by bacteriological warfare or 
radio-active particles—these things 
are a complete denial of every human 
value, an intolerable affront to man’s 
humanity.” 


To acquiesce in such a denial is to 
acquiesce in the spirit that find ul- 
timate expression in totalitarianism. 
It is, therefore, pointless to contend 
that only by, committing such atro- 
cities can we Spare ourselves the still 
“more enduring and more per- 
manently degrading evils ” of the con- 
centration camp and the secret police: 


“In this particular historical situ- 
ation, the supreme need, the decisive 
consideration,is that mankind should 
preserve and recover its humanity. 
Only by an uncalculating, passionate 
revolt of the human spirit against 
the evil, hideous thing that is drag- 
ging it down to the sub-human, 
bestial level, can humanity hope to 
survive. There is no room for par- 
ley; no place for , half-measures. 
There is only one thing open to us— 
an uncompromising refusal to have 
any part in indiscriminate massacre, 
an large-scale senseless destruction.” 


That is the first line of argument. 
But there is another, “Just in pro- 
portion as we perceive modern war 
to be the denial of every human 
value,” Dr. Oldham writes, “it must 
be our overpowering desire, not pri- 
marily that our own hands may re- 
main clean, but that this awful event 
in the life of mankind should not 
happen”—and military weakness, 
recent history has taught us, is “ more 
likely to provoke than avoid war.” 


If, therefore, the Churches were to 
instruct their members to withdraw 
their support from all measures of 
national defence, “it mutst be with 
the clear knowledge that the effect of 
such political action, no less than of 
other courses of political action, 
might be to plunge mankind into all 
the horrors and inhumanities of 
modern war.” 


Dr. Oldham does not, be it noted, 
deny that the Churches should take 
such action; he simply draws aiten- 
tion to one of the considerations that 
would have to influence their decision. 
Sinee, however, this is in fact the 
consideration that prevents many of 


1948 


green baize table, around which the 


suddenly produces a revolver, and-his 
fades slowly. 


Then we are introduced to the real 
master, to Death, released from his 
chains by the politicians. For several 
macabre scenes, he holds undisputed 
sway over the world. We are shown 
the harlot, the spy, the financier and 
the soldier falling, one by one, into his 
clutches. Then, when nothing re- 
mains but the evil fruits of his reign, 
we are reintroduced to the Green 
Table. The same politicians are 
grouped around it, and before long 
they begin to quarrel and accuse one 
another as before. Again they work 
themselves up to fever pitch, out 
comes the revolver, and the wheel 


the sincerest Christians from commit- 
ting themselves to pacifism, the argu- 
ment is of cardinal importance. 
What have we pacifists to say of it? 


A great deal. So much, in fact, 
that we are astonished at Dr. Old- 
ham’s conclusion. “I do not believe,” 
he writes, “that in this matter in- 
teflectual argument will get us any 
further. Pretty well everything that 
ean be said on one side or the other 
has been said”; and hé intimates that 
it may be a mistake, at this.stage, to 
demand any clear guidance from the 
Church. We agree that this may be 
a mistake: but for the very opposite 
reason. The two standnoints have 
only been defined; the debate itself 
has hardly begun. 


We ourselves intend to return to 
the motion next year. 


.has come full circle. The ballet is 
over. But the business of living this 
continuous farce is not. 


FOR UNO 


IT could wish that this ballet might 
be performed before the delegates of 
UNO at the start of every session, 
because the terrible figure of Death 
still stands behind every chair at the 
council table,. just as it has always 
stood, the only certain gainer from 
their interminable discussions. For it 
is here that the first act of the 
ghastly comedy is always played, and 
though the variations are infinite, the 
basic principle remains the same. In- 
stead of Versailles we have Potsdam, 
igstead of Locarno there is Yalta, in- 
stead of the Covenant of the League 
there is the Atlantic Charter. For 
the West, the Nazi Gorilla has been 
destroyed, only to reveal the spectre 
of Bolshevism beyond. For the East, 
the menace of German imperialism 
has ben replaced by the fear of 
capitalist expansion. Forgotten are 
the red-eyed young pilots who per- 
ished in the morning skies above 
Britain, the ramvart of corpses that 
stopped Hitler’s legions at the gates 
of Leningrad and the silent, empty 
foxholes of Bataan, -with their little 
graves hard by. 


Instead, Ivan remembers Murmansk 
and Archangel and Mr. Churchill’s 
reference to “The foul baboonery of 
bolshevism,” while Mr. Jones recalis 
the sinister words of Lenin to, for- 
eioners all over the world: “ Person- 
ally. I have nothing against you. 
Politically, however, you are my 
enemy, and J must use every weapon 
I think fit for your destruction.” 


DEATH’S AGENT 


Distrust, the most powerful inter- 
national force in existence, is the 
agent which feeds Death his spoils. 
That is the dreadful thing about this 
latest act in the carnival of Death. 
No Russian wants to see the fruits of 
his grinding, soul-destroying labours 
dissolve in large mushroom-shaped 
clouds. No Frenchman, Belgian, nor 
Englishman wants a great number- 
less mass of men to engulf once more 
the sick and riven body of Europe. 


LETTERS 


The clergy and war 


A FEW minutes research would 
** have informed Mr. D. H. Fane 
that Anglican clergy do’ not give 
their solemn assent te the reading of 
the articles on war. They are only 
required to give a genera] assent, it 
being clearly understood that this 
does not involve every phrase or de- 
tail of the articles. If Mr. Fane re- 
quires the relevant authorities he 
ean find them cited by Dr. H. D. A. 
Major in_ an article in the last 
“ Hibbert Journal.” 

May I close with a particular ap- 
peal to pacifists to refrain from mak- 
ing charges of insincerity. “Let him 
that is without sin .. .” 

ARTHUR RADFORD. 


122 Middleton Hall Road, 
Kings Norton,-Birmingham, 380. 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER’ 
_ SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER . 
1 


This pledge, signed by each member. is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 
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The Green Table 


By W. G. TAYLOR-WHITEHEAD e 


OYE of the most effective pieces of theatre I have ever witnessed is a 
modern ballet entitled “The Green Table.” 


The curtain rises on the 
world’s politicians rave and wrangle. 


Gradually their posturing and squabbling rises to a climax. ‘One of them 


action is followed by uproar.The scene 


No American mother wants to watch 
her children sail away across the At- 
lantic to die, because a few hundred 
men of different nationalities lost 
faith in one another. How then can 
we replace that grinning, awful figure 
behind the chair? 


TRAVELLING JURY 


I have a suggestion to make. For 
each conference in the future which 
involves far-reaching discussions, let 
there be a jury of ordinary citizens, 
men and women taken from every 
walk of life, but whose political 
activity has been confined to the ecast- 
ing of his or her vote at the elections. 
Let this jury travel to some of the 
other countries involved in these dis- 
cussions, let them see their opposite 
numbers at work and at play, and 
let these men and women be given 
wide powers over their country’s 
representative at the council table. 


I am aware of countless objections 
to this scheme, but my contention ts 
that while we, the ordinary citizens of 
the world, might do better than our 
leaders, we could not possibly do 
worse. The accumulated blunders of 
the past, of Locarno, of the Weimar 
Republic, of the Lpague’s handling of, 
or rather neglect of, the Spanish, 
Manchurian and Abyssinian incidents, 
and the eternal shame of the Munich 
meeting in 1938, have convinced me 
that a new and dynamic force is 
needed in world affairs. Diplomacy, 
as we know it, is not simply out of 
date, it has perished. The only pos- 
sible alternative must come from the 


the right answers in 


“HAVE 


| going to tell you a story 
which you may think is a 
fairy tale... but it isn’t. The 
other. evening I turned on the 
wireless to listen to a pro- 
gramme called “Have a Go!” 
I was very interested in this 
particular programme because 
the people taking part came 
from a little mining village in 
my .part of the _world—the 
county of Durham, and I was 
eager to hear the old familiar 
dialect, and hoped they would 
give a good account of them- 
selves. 

First to come to ‘the microphone 
was a miner’s wife, mother of four, 
who had lived all her life in this tiny 
village. 

“Are you happy?” asked the com- 
mentator. 


“ Happy? I’m always happy!” 
was her answer. 4 ' 
Always happy—imagine! In these 


days of utility and austerity, living 
in the pit rows, bringing un four 
children, putting up for years with 
coal dust and poor pay, and all the 
fears which attend the coal mining 
industry, like strikes and accidents 
and bad cavels, and through it all 
and in spite of it all, remaining con- 
tent and happy! It is so easy for us 
today to say we are browned off and 
fed up, and to go off at a tangent 
after pleasure, seeking to forget for 
a brief spell the hard lot we think 
we have. Hardly ever does it occur 
to us to just go jogging on doing the 
job at hand as best we can, finding 
pleasure in a job well done, and being 
content that we have a job to get on 
with. 

Sometimes I think modern educa- 
tion has a lot to do with it. In the 
pursuit of knowledge something pre- 
cious and vital is taken out of life— 
like pasteurising milk, or whitening 
flour—the germ of life is destroyed. 
Simple things no longer satisfy; a 
bread and cheese diet no longer 
appeals—racy and spicy and - high 
powered, that’s how it has got to be 
nowadays. It is such a shame _ too, 


because soon we’re going to get dizzy _ 


Durham miners’ wives had 


‘more than I do, but if it is to be 


Ten Years Ago}~ 


From Peace News, Dec. 30, 1938: .4 


In* the summer of 1917 I sae A 
Germans for the first a. 


time—four 
prisoners helping with the harvest 
a Hertfordshire farm. As my ple 
mate and I turned a corner 0} 
hedgerow we came on them sudden 
standing on a rick. One,.who ia , 
thatching needle, pointed it at us @ 
laughed. ‘ 1 Jam 
Sick with fear we ran until we OF Boe 
lapsed in tears in the garden of ye thas 
home. We knew we had escape | 
torture and death only because ™ at 
could run so fast. of Swit 
When the science master told i Hor 
siath form at a neighbouring schat 


that they must not believe all they, 
heard and read about German tool) hi... 
and that many were fine brave NS ay. 
who hated war as much as the BM a 


lish, a boy, whose 19-year-old broth® | 
had just been killed in Fram 
walked out of the room. The oth@ 
boys followed him. d 0 
There was a meeting of parents We | tnle 


Governors. The following week id in y 
science master resigned to ayer 4 Nish 
dismissal. ‘ T} 
This was the foundation and Sl? | \. AN 
stance of four years’ education in W | the | 
—Stuart Gelder, A War-Child®] tans 


Letter to Herr Hitler. | 


only people whom we c4n really, (gush the, 
the people whose only desire 1s oe | Victi 
“live in love and charity with they} ” 
neighbours ”—ourselves. ei 

I can hear the chorus of “buts I 
and “that’s all very wells” already” o,. 
I am pleased to hear them, becausey eR 
want this idea to be a challenge. EM | qveu 
up that challenge, somebody, som) ory 
where. Join the most powerful pat#)) Speng 
in the world. The party that prete@] gi 


to see a child laughing to crying, 
would rather build a sand castle th 
knock i that would rat 
sacrifice life than glorify dea 
Join the party born with the atom 
age in every country in the ware 
Join the party of Peace. 


A> GO” 


and bilious, and be back where 
started, browned off and fed up. 
During this radio programme Ut 
commentator asked another mine} 
wife what she thought was’ the lové 
liest thing she had ever seen. 


“The leaves turning brown in Uy oC 
autumn with the sun on them,” Sle “Th 
said. Not jewels or pageantry =) ¢, 
anything costing a king’s rans0o® foll, 
only nature in one of her glorid effic} 


seasons. | 
“What then is the awfullest chime | enti 
you’ve ever seen.” } 4 
“Anybody’s bairn neglected.” 19 th 


A pearl of wisdom that—the mi} exp, 
horrible sight, a neglected child, 4) § Dro}, 
there are millions of them all OV J) hea, 
the world, neglected and hungry #7 § ang 


miserable, all because we of this gay Deric 

eration have let our sense of value 

go haywire, 
The misery and poverty rampa 

today is not the fault of kings, di¢ 

tors, governments, it’s your fault 2 


mine. We are the people who co#™™ W 
stop all this tragedy, if we were W: the 
ing and brave and self-abandonm to y 
enough to say no to this high pr by é 
sured living, and go back to a sim Writ 
homely life. Y mm, 
We can argue that it is wrong 4 giete 


we ei. 
in our life-time the term haps: 
sin of selling our children’s bine | 
right, we put the whole of huma@a yy, a 
back a hundred years. Nobody veh 
sires vacuum cleaners and elect!z 9 
washers, motor cars and fine “pe dl 
the expense of my child’s welf® | 
how could I accent them and still KO)” 
my integrity? aty | 
It is the price we who are gut 
must pay, so that children evi, 
where may be given back that whee poi 
is rightfully theirs—a world of p&7 
and security with enough for all. 100 Moti? 
chnnot be done by loans and 7a we 
sidies and air-lifts, or by pacts a 
treaties and home-rule, but only go¥ 
individual effort and renunciation: 5p) 
then let us in this coming yeal: fat | 
solutely set our faces towards , “ay @ 
end, and, like those simple ©" § Cong 
folk in Durham, “Have a Go.” 7 § peed 


DORIS WATSON: B 
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_ Swiss May Raise 
Arms Embargo 


AN energetic drive is on in Switz- 
\~ eriand to raise the embargo on 
aMament exports, but thus far it 
aS not succeeded in winning popular 
SDinion. The time-worn argument is 


png advanced by manufacturers 


aid certain army officers that indus- 
/@Y cannot afford to make the best 
‘rms for Swiss defence unless a 
Mohit is secured from outside pur- 
thasers. 

Mat unless exports are permitted, 
PWitzerland will be unable to secure 
or its own use some of the latest 


ayy “Ventions made in foreign countries. 


; “4 sroup of army officers, however, 
Mas been opposed, largely on the 
focund that once the arms trade 1s 
gun, Switzerland is bound to be 
Yawn into any future conflict, thus 
Wolatine the nation’s prized neutral- 
ity. They do not believe they, will 
be Ziven secret armament techniques 
Unless Switzerland promises to join 
M war on the side of nations fur- 
Mshing them. l 
The Swiss Centre for Peace Action 
opposing arms exports not only on 
Me grounds of neutrality, but be- 
| “Use it believes the Swiss .can make 
ir best contribution to the world 


} roush succouring the distressed in 


‘ Rte 15/III, Oslo, Norway. 


ety future conflict, and. continuing 
heir generous aid to all kinds of war 
Metims. 


PPU, FoR, PAX,... AND RAF 


Rot tty earg)-singers, members of the PPU, 
oo Pax, and a RAF sympathiser, ploughed 
‘ae the mud on Wormwood Scrubs on 
my ‘Stmas Eve to sing outside the Boy’s Wing 
die t¢ prison, in which several COs were to 
sant their Christmas, Forty-five minutes 
| "2inge was concluded with “ Jerusalem.” 
are 
le Norwegian Section 
ye International is 
a S-sheet. Copies may he 
Are E. Gullvag, c/o Snekkenes, 


of the War Re- 
now publishing a 
ordered from 
Balders- 


f Some military circles argue. too, 


1949 Changes in C.O. Laws 


MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR 


_ ALTERNATIVE 


SERVICE C.0.s 


By Albert E. Tomlinson - 


Secretary to the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors. 


OMORROW, Jan. 1, the main provisions of. the National Service Act of 
1947, as consolidated in the National Service Act of 1948 and later 
amended by the short Act of 1948, will come into operation. 


Under the Act youths called up 
from 1949 onwards are to serve fuil 
time in the Forces for not longer 
than 18 months; after that they are 
to have a total of 60 days’ training 
spread over the next five and a halt 
years as members of the “ Terri- 
torials ” or one of the reserves. COs 
conditionally registered by Tribunals 
after Jan. 1 next year will perform 
no yearly training of this kind; they 
will be registered for a total of 18 
months plus 60 days to cover both 
the full-time and part-time service 
of the ordinary conscript. This 
means that COs will in fact serve no 


longer than non-COs. 
After the total time ~has elapsed con- 
ditionally registered COs become registered 
unconditionally. COs will cease to be 
bound by their conditions after their time 
is up, whether they have complied with 
them or not, though, as at present, it will 
be an offence not to comply. 

From the beginning of 1949 con- 
ditionally registered COs are to be 
liable to be directed to a medical ex- 
amination for the purpose of ascer- 
taining their fitness for the work speci- 
fied by a Tribunal decision, and the 
Ministry of Labour may also requir? 
COs to undergo training, provided or 
approved by the Ministry, to fit them 
for the work specified. There is no 
suggestion at all that the medical 
examination arranged by the Minis- 
stry of Labour can. in any way, be 
used for Army Service. 

Alternative Servic: 


is ‘still to be 


FAIR PLAY FOR THE C.O. 


OMETHING is wrong with 
the Tribunals. 
ft is difficult for older men, even 
White o“test imtentions, to “ppre- 
Slate how young and immature a 
d of eighteen is. But when these 
Sldex men, probably not sympathetic, 
ave been hearing COs for months 


7 % years, the habit of strixing their 


ames off the CO register must be- 


"Ome almost irresistible. 


bee OF the Tribunal members have 
ecOme very expert, from experience. 
they know all the answers.” And 
sey know what clever questions to 
Sllow up ‘with. They would be in- 
“ficient if they didn’t. But to the 


F 'ervous applicant the experience is 


] Petienced professional. 


Irely new. Like criminal trials, 
all sorts of official committees, 
inexpert man at the bar faces 
ert prosecutors and officials. And 
Piobably no trial, no. CO Tribunal 
Saring, is fair, for the amateur 
| newcomer Has to face the ex- 
Of course 
ng. Youngster is’ tongue-tied. | An 
Mdey person might well find it diffi- 
sult to give sound replies to ‘clever 
Hestions, such as are sprung upon 
\,2PPlicants. , 
» Vhy should not the CO be given 


\W 
the 


g& . © opportunity to put his objection 


e® .’, enlarging, 
| Wri dg 


Mnilitary service in his own way, 
for instance, on his 
tten statement? Instead, he is 


| mediately the victim of a con- 


+%ted tour. 
0 answer 


He is challenged to try 
hypothetical questions 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


‘LATEST TIME for copy: Mond 
“fore publication. = 


D> @ERMs: Cash with order, 8d. per 


" » Minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
"7 th. imum Jength: 60 words. 
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Ment, 


except for odd pence. 
Address 


which experience has shown are at 
first sight mostly unanswerable by 
the average CO. Just as the tactic 
of every hunted animal is perfectly 
well known to the experienced nun- 
ter, so, the Tribunal. narrows , its, en- 
quiries to aspects of the pacifist 
problem that are admittedly difficult 
for any pacifist to answer, however 
mature. 

The questioner has but to wait for 
him to fall into the trap, or into a 
nervous puzzled _ silence. Handi- 
capped as is the bull, in a Spanish 
bull fight, it can at least develop its 
own line of attack or defence. But 
a CO, is faced with an interrogation 
that is permitted to one side only: 
the Tribunal members whose job 1t 
is to get men into the Army, or one 
of its branches. 

This exclusive right of the Tribu- 
nal members to ask questions means 
that they decide the battleground, 
which is always the one that is least 
defensible by the CO. Where one 
side alone can ask, “ What if... ?” 
‘it has the overwhelming advantage, 
especially where the questioner is 
mature, experienced, and in a posi- 
‘tion of State Authority, and the ap- 
pellant is young, raw and nervous. 

To the young CO, the Tribunal 
bench appears to be rooted, hundreds 
of years deep, and newly buttressed 
by the powers of the modern State. 
The CO box was built yesterday. 
Yet I would a thousand times sooner 
be again trapped in that box than be 
on that bench! 

- FRANK R. HANCOCK 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


WEIGH HOUSE Church, 
Street, W.1. 
day Evenings at 7. 


Dake 
Sun-|tence. 
flin Political, 
*|problems at 


(Bond St. tube), Why? 


Wn 2X No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Ackstock Rd., N.4. ik 
myedvertisement, quote ‘its first 
ag classification, and date. 
© reserve the right to hold 
ight old over Erencly, 
tey of continuing advertisements. 
Wing ta the increasing pressure 
Aah ‘Ur advertising space we must 
tac at all copy for displayed in- 
t aon should reach us not later 
the Thursday morning eight 
Prior to publication. 


front. 
comed. 


. K, 
MEETINGS 


iy 
NW TENDS HOUSE, Euston Road, 


Na wl: Saturday, Jan. 1, 1949, 3 p.m.| 
Conta Protest. Meeting Against 
Me. °Tiption. Chairman: Lord Far- 
Rho. Speakers: Dr. A. D. Belden, | 5s. 
Mp J. Davies. M-P.. Emrys Hughes, 


» R. Morley, M.P. 


ACCOMMODATION 


EARLY HOLIDAYS 
Cornwall. 
coastal scenery. 


and Herbert Lomax. 
DERBYSIRE HILLS. 
form Vegetarian 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion: all modern comforts. 
8. Ludlow, The 
Matlock. 
Ambergate 44). 


SPEAKING & WRITING 
Dorothy F 
Primrose Fi"! Road, London, N.W.3. 
PRimrose 5686 


and Thurs. 
13th. 
Secretary 
ABBey 6665. 


at 
Delightful walks. 


Bude, 
Lovely 
Enjdy restful and 
atmosphere of Atlantic 


Guest House, Ideal situation on sea 
Vegetarians and other wel- 


Resident proprietors Joan 


Food Re- 
Guest House for 
eticnd Endsleigh St. 
Briars, Crich, 
(Station: Ambergate. Tel.: 


EDUCATIONAL __ 
lessons Jing 1949. 
3 


Matthews, B.A. 


will leave Peace News office at 1 p.m. 


WAGES ALWAYS a bare subsis. 
Free discussion course 
Economy and Social 
the 
School. 4 Gt. Smith St., S.W.1. Tues. 
7-9 p.m., Jan. 
(Non-Party.) 
ahove~ address or phone 


LITERATURE, &c., 


PAMPHLUETS, BOOKS for meet- 
ings and groups always available on 
“‘sale or return ” 
124 Shaftesbury Ave., W.1., PPU, 6 
wW.C.1, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
For 10s. you can receive every issW 
of PPU Journal and a}l Peace News 
pamphlets and PPU publications dur- 
Essential information for 
active peace workers. 
nee News Ltd., 8 Blackstock Rd., 


svecified by the Triounals, and the 
Ministry of Labour have not taken 
power to do this themselves. There 
is, however, a provision in the Act 
that, if a CO has: not got a job 
covered ‘by his Tribunal condition 
within a month after it has been im- 
posed, the Ministry may serve him 
with a direction to undertake a par- 
ticular job within his conditions. To 
refuse to comply with a notice to 
submit to a "medical examination or 
undergo training or a direction to 2 
particular job is an offence, and for 
any of these offences a CO can be 
prosecuted in a Magistrates’ court 


and fined or sent to prison. 

No sentence for these offences will give 
the right to a new Tribunal as accorded to 
some of the men who refuse a medical 
examination for the Forces. This will only 
be possible where the Ministry is convinced 
that ‘‘ reasonable excuse” exists. 


ARREST WITHOUT WARRANT 


Where a CO has been prosecuted 
for refusing a medical examination 
and has been ordered by a court to 
submit but has refused to be ex: 
amined, he is then liable to be ar- 
rested by a policeman without 
warrant. This means that no second 
summons will be issued but that, on 
refusing, a CO can be taken into 
custody straight away and. either let 
out on bail or kept on remand until 
the next hearing of the court. 

Section 18 of the 19389 Act (Sec- 
tion 21 of the 1948 Act), relating to 
COs in the Army who refuse orders, 
has been altered to provide that a 
CO may have a Tribunal after three 
months’ or more detention as well as 
penal servitude or imprisonment. 

Where a man is conditionally re- 
gistered under the new Section 21 he 
would normally be expected to 
comply with his condition for the 
full 18 months plus 60 days, bat the 
Ministry may reduce this as, for in- 
stance; if a period of’ earlier paid 
Army service has been credited. 

The new provision may still seem 
somewhat complicated, even after the 
above explanation, but if anyone has 
a particular problem to pose they 
should consult the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objeectors at 6 End- 
sleigh Street, London, W.C.1, who 
will do their best to answer all 
queries. 


TO-MORROW’S POSTER PARADE 


POSTER parade protesting at the in- 
troduction of the new Conscription Act 
to- 
(Saturday) for Friends House, 
Huston. It will proceed via Camden Town 
Underground Station, at which point volun- 
teers may join the parade at 2 p.m. Readers 


morrow 


who are attending the Friehds House Meet-: 


ing are invited to join the parade en route 
and help in the distribution of leafiets and the 
selling of Peace News, f 

Two more poster parades, in support of the 
Centra! Hall Meeting, are planned for Satur- 
days Jan. 8 and Jan. 15 at 3 p.m. On 
Jan, 8 the parade will leave Turnpike Lane 
Underground Station for Spouters Corner, 
Wood Green, where an open air meeting will 
be held, and on the following Saturday from 
Baker’s Arms for High Street, Walthamstow, 
where a meeting will also be held. 

Intending paraderg should give their names 
to the Secretary of the North and East Lon- 
don Region PPU; Doris Pollentine, 43 White- 
hall Street, N.17 (’Phone: TOT 1874) or in 
the case of to-morrow’s parade, 
Peace News office (STA 2262). 


QUAKERISM. 
Friends, 


Friends’ 
Friends’ 


‘Home Service 


telephone | 


Information 
Literature respecting the Faith an: 
Practice of the Religious Society o 
free on application to th 
Committee 
House Euston Rd., London 
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Pacifist Profiles 
XX] 
ORGE RIO DE LA LOZA 
was born in Mexico in 1890, 
and began his career, at the age 
of twenty-one, as a clerk in the 


office of the Mexican Consul- 
General in New York. A first- 
rate linguist, speaking Spanish, 
English, French and German 
fluently, he himself served as 
Consul in the United States, 
Spain, Germany and Switzer- 
land, though during the first 
World War, he collaborated for 
a time in the laboratory-work of 
a hospital at Vichy. 


Meanwhile, he 
had been studying 
the philosophy of 
religion and poli- 
ties, _and found 
himself attracted 
by Tolstoy and 
the Quakers. In 
1926 he resigned 
from the Diplo- 
matic Service, 
and dedicated 
himself to work 
more in. accord- 
ance with his 
new-found con- 
victions. 

The same year brought him into 
contact with the War Resisters’ In- 
ternational, and he set to work to 
form a pacifist group in Mexico, ap- 
proaching personalty the leaders of 
various religious bodies.. The group 
was launched with great enthusiasm 
in 1981: a declaration was signed and 
sent to London; pamphlets in. 
Spanish soon followed, and Jorge Ria: 
de la lLoza himself attended: the 
Lyong Conference. Vow. 2 

His experience and thought since 
1931 have brought him to conclusions 
strikingly similar, to those elaborated. 
independently in other parts of the 
world, by such. pacifists as Aldous- 
Huxley, Middleton Murry and J. ©. 
Kumarappa. Believing that a peace- 
ful ordering of society can proceed 
only from a moral reorientafion, and 
that this in turn depends on the 
readiness of individuals to take the 
initial step of submitting . themselves 
to the discipline of co-operative ex- 
periments, he is eager to see created 
an organisation through which volun- 
teers may be selected and brought in- 
to touch with one another. The 
WRI itself might, in his view, serve 
this purpose. 

From such small-scale experiments 
in co-operative living and working, 
further ones might result to serve ag, 
models of the peaceable society. 
Jorge Rio de la Loza is now mak- 
ing personal contacts with a view to 
putting his theories into practice, and 
a pamphlet, “ Eusimbia ” is in course 
of preparation. 


JORGE RIO 
DE LA LOZA 


U.S. Children Lack Books 


At least ‘one third of the children 
of the USA have never seen a story- 
book, it is estimated. For this 
reason America’s Book Week this 
year stressed the need for more ~ 
books for children in rura{ areds. 
These children are oftep in schools 
with no libraries and usually have no 
way of getting books for recrea- 
tional reading. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


iituations are available only to 
‘pplicantg excepted from the Control 
of Engagement Order, 1947, No. 2021. 


PEACE WORK is available for all 
«| volunteers at Peace News office. 


amir 


Henry George PERSONAL 


11th and 


Partics. from}|Germany, Austria, ote. 


Londan, W.1. 


THEATRE LOVERS Association. 
11 Princes 


Details from Secretary, 
Mews, Bayswater, W.2. 


YOUR 


from Housmans, 


Peace News |uumbers and 


and white now for your 
don, N.4 
Send now to|/have a happy New Year. 


land. 


GIFT PARCELS containing coffee 
tea food and clothing can be sent 
Particutars 
from Fregata Ltd., T1..Greek Street, 


RESOLUTION must be to 
nropagate pacifism by gaining new 
Peace News readers in i949. 
copies always available, recent’ back 
introductory 
free of charge. g Start the year weil 
supplies. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd. Lon- 


TO ALL War Resisters, esvecially 
Christian, and those I met at Sh 
bury, England. this year.!' May you 
H. Hallam, 
88 Burford Road Nottingham, Eng- 


Day time and every Wednesday 
2vening we shall be grateful for 
help.4 Write, phone, or just drop in, 
‘o Peace. News (STA .2262) 8 Black- 
stock Rd., (above Fish and Cook, 
Stationers), Finsbury Park, N.4. 
{one minute from station). 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
EXPERT DUPLICATING Sefvice. 
Enquiries invited. Mabel Eyles, 2 
Aberdeen, Park, Highburv. London, 
N.5. Tel. CANonburvy 884? 
TRAINED CERTIFICATED woman 
teacher, B.A. degree. Experienced 
general form subjects, requires post 
January. Box 997. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LEAFLET RAIDS are good peace 
propaganda too. Send 1/9 for an 
assorted 100 (post free) of the 
jJatest PPU campaien handbills. Put 
them in letters, letter boxes, buses 
and trains. -From Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Extra 
leaflets 


Trewse- 
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COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


in sending Mr. Dalton to the discus- 
sions on European Unity. It also 
goes: to show how academic is really 
the question whether a “ functional ” 
or a “tederative” approach to 
Western Union is better. ‘fo imagine 
that a European Assembly, elected 
directly by the peoples, could do more 
to eliininate economic rivalries than a 
council of government experts, is to 
imagine a vain thing. Only an As- 
sembly of International Socialists 
could succeed in that, and the people 
of Europe are not even Socialists. If 
piey were, their governments would 
e. 


Greatest problem 

VEN, however, if Western Europe 

were organised as a_ single 
economic unit, the greatest problem 
of all would remain untouched. In- 
stead of 16 European nations com- 
peting in the markets of tke world, 
there would, indeed, be only one 
(some sections of which would have 
suffered a drastic reduction in their 
accustomed standards of living). But 
the sum-total of food and raw 
materials available would not be any 
greater than it is. On the contrary, 
it might be smaller: for a large part 
of our exports consist of capital goods 
for the industrialisation of hitherto 
agricultural countries. Many of these 
moreover, will sooner or latér become 
our competitors themselves. 

We know what that means. Even 
those who pin their hopes of suceess 
in the export-drive on a stabilisation 
of world-politics and a consequent di- 
version of manpower from armaments 
to productive employment, are doomed 
to disappointment: for competitive 
export-drives are themselves a main 
cause of political instability; arma- 
ments and export-drives belong to- 
gether, like the parasite and its host. 

Contrariwise, disarmament belongs 
with a balanced economy. Those who 
have determined not to wait for their 
Governments to disarm, before dis- 
arming themselves, would do well not 
to wait for their Governments to re- 
linguish our present standards of 
living, before they relinquish these 
themselves. ; 


Dutch aggression 


THE renewed Dutch aggression in 
Indonesia is intimately related to 
what has just been said. Holland is 
determined to secure her hold on the 
products of Java and Sumatra: and 
since it is to the interest of all 
Western Europe that these should be 
Once more available, she is extremely 
unlikely to meet with any resolute re- 
sistance from the Security Council. 
Last.time “ police action” was an- 
nounced, it was India that brought the 
Indonesian case before UNO. “If 
any power can act as it chooses in 
such matters,” said Nehru, “ then 
there is no purpose left for the 
paiied Nations.” But much water 
as flowed under the bridge since-then. 
I remember writing at the time that, 
while UNO was incapable of settling 
disputes between the Great Powers, it 
might yet bring peace to regions like 
Palestine or Indonesia. Even that has 
proved too optimistic. Now the pres- 
tige of UNO, such as it is, is worth 
nobody’s while to up-hold. If India 
herself tries to exploit it, after her 
action in Hyderabad, it will be in a 
spirit of cynical opportunism. 


Writing-on the wall 


qt may be worth quoting, at this 
point, a passage from.an Indian 
paper, The Nation. An article en- 
titled “Peace and Power Politics,” 
which appeared on Dec. 5,. suggests 
whieh way the wind is already blow- 
ing in some parts, at least, of the 
country: A 
““We in India must see the writing on 
the wall. We must shake lethargy and 
complacence. We should hope for the best, 
but get ready for the rst. We must not 
be caught unawares by” treacherous events. 
We have to prepare constitutionally. miti- 
tarily, socially, economically, politically, 
and above all stratezically for the Third 
World War, ‘not to be participant, but to 
be neutral,’ as Mr,.Sazat Bose (the owner 
of The Nation) has said. We have to re- 
member that ‘ Europe’s adversity is Asia’s 
opportunity.” Let us play our cards like 
shrewed diplomats, and we will win: and 
the power politics of imperialists will be 
smashed tq smithereens.” \ 
The Dutch action in Indonesia has 


Consultations by sppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
“Registered Naturopath’ 


Y Graduate of Edinbursh* School |of ||} 
via Natural Therapeutics 
24 Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos. 


to military service, Dutch COs 


Sipke de Boer, Delf Boom, Bouke 
Planting, Jaap Steigstra and Henk 
van der Woerd made legal applica- 
tion for recognition as COs in the 
summer of 1946, but were dispatched 
to Indonesia under protest. Dutch 
Law decrees that conscripts should 
serve their training in the country 
where the Government is situated. 

In January 1947 Bouke Planting 
was court-martialled, and a _  sus- 
pended sentence of three months 
passed on him. He had been put on 
guard duty at night in an area of 
hostilities, but refused to carry arms. 
In September, he and the other four 
appeared before a Tribunal, whose 
chairman had been especially sent 


knocked the last nail into the coffin of 
UNO’s reputation. But its long-term 
effects are likely to be even more 
serious than that. It cannot fail to 
reinforce strongly that hostility of the 
coloured peoples towards Europe which 
is, of all political phenomena, perhaps 
the most important in the world today. 


Honourable men 
TH\HE same issue of The Nation 
contains a further article, ‘“ Ben- 
gal leads the world under Netaji,” 
which, just because it reflects the in- 
tensity of this hostility, may also be 
worth a quote. “ Netaji,” it will be 
realised, is Subhas Chandra Bhose, 
the Congress leader who went over to 
the Japanese in 1941. The article is a 
paean of praise to the Japanese mili- 
tary leaders (executed last week) and 
to Justice Pal, the Indian represen- 
tative on the Tokyo War Crimes 
Tribunal, who dissented from the 
Anglo-American verdict. 

“India’s Justice Pal deserves the grati- 
tude of India’s millions for dissenting from 
the International Crimes Tribunal sentenc- 
ing to death General Tojo and six other 
Japanese comrades in arms; brave and 
honourable men, who unsheathed the 
swords against a bilious (sic) enemy which 
brutally and cancerously enslaved women, 
ehiidren and men in Buddha's land. yy ~ 
Theirs was not a war of Aggression but 
liberation of the land to which Japanese 
Buddhists came on pilgrimage. India would 
remember those martyrs condemieqg by 
worshippers of the golden calf who live 
fer Mammon, whereas the Japs died for 
God and God’s own country, India, so that 
she might be free and independent. Tojo 
belongs to that aristocratic military class 
Who sacrificed their all for the proletarians 
to make their country great. .. .” 

That may sound extravagant, not to 
say comic, to us; but we should do well 
to restrain ovr smiles. People do not 
feel like that without good cause; and 
it 1s no accident that The Nation goes 
on to quote approvingly a speech by 
Mr. Dimitrov. : 

“A lie cannot endure for ever,” and 
the lie of white superiority has already 
flourished too long. The white peoples 
will either recognise it for what it is, 
and repent, or have the truth brought 
home to them at the point of a 
bayonet. 


Hi:ier in the S+atas 


eet ‘ 
LE! me conclude with two further 
quotations, which may help to 
show what I mean. Both are from 
The Times of Dec. 21. The first runs 
as follows :— 
cS An American ex-Serviceman named 
Davis Knight, aged 23, who is alleged to be 
parily Negro, has been sentenced to five 
years’ imprisonment for micegenation by 
Marrying 2 white woman. Knight was 
accepted by the United States Army for 
three years as a white man. His conviec- 
tion, under the Mississippi state law for- 
bideSng marriage of white people to those 
with at least one eighth Negro or Mon- 
golian blood, is believed to be the first in 
the state. Knight’s wife is standing by 
him, but if his intended appeal is dismissed 
ther Marriage will be deciared null and 
oid. 


The 


; second quotation is a 
little _more encouraging. It is 
the joint statement issued by 


the bishops of the Church of the 
Province of South Africa, condemn- 
ing all the measures of racial dis- 
crimination introduced by the 
Nationalist Government, .and_ re- 
affirming the Christian doctrine of the 
Fatherhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man: 

“The statement says that the bishops are 


convinced that discrimination hetween men | 


on grounds of race alone is ineansistent 

with the Priciples of the Christian religion.” 

It remains to be seen whether the 
South African clergy will carry their 
principles into practice, by supporting 
the peaceful direct measures already 
taken by Indians and Africans to 
vindicate their rights. If so, they 
may give a lead to Christendom; but 
it will not come one moment too soon. 


DUTCH, FRENCH & GREEK 
C.0.s STAND FAST 


Indonesia objectors home after two years 


NEWS has reached the WRI that, after months of determined resistance 


shipped to Indonesia more than two 


years ago are at last on their way back to Holland. 


out from Holland, but only two were 
recognised as COs even then, and 
these were assigned non-combatant 
duties. 

The Governor-General was in 
favour of their being sent home; the 
War Department, however, insisted 
on their remaining in Indonesia as 
long as their draft remained, and 
they were ordered to verform mili- 
tary duties, which they continued to 
refuse. It was only after constant 
representations had been made to the 
Government by interested people in 
Holland that the decision was finally 
reversed, and they set sail from 
Batavia on Nov. 138. 

SENTENCED TO DEATH 

The Greek CO, Diogenes Kontaxo- 
poulos, who, as reported in PN on 
Oct. 29, was sentenced to death for 
refusing to bear arms against the 
gumrillas, has still, mercifully, not 
been executed. The WRI undérstands 
that there is every possibility that an 
appeal will be heard, and is hoping 
that the Greek Government will be 
influenced in its decision by the fact 
that in Britaih and the USA the right 
of Conscientious Objection is now 
firmly established. 

CAT AND MOUSE 

The WRI is also endeavouring to 
secure the release of Cesar Bugany, a 
French resister at present imprisoned 
at Lille. Bugany has already served 
two sentences for refusal to undertake 
military service, but, there being no 
recognition of COs in France, he is 
hable to be continually called up and 
sentenced until he is over the mili- 
tary age of 49. 

The French Draft Military Laws, 
we are glad to learn, have been sent 
back for modifications, following re- 
presentations by the WRI, deploring 
the fact that France lagged behind so 
many other European countries in 
respect of provision for COs, and 
pointing out that as things stood, they 
were actually, liable to be shot without 
trial. 

In Scotland, Maxwell Colfins, the 
CO whose two days without clothes in 
Dreghorn and further ignominious 
treatment by the military were des- 
eribed in PN on Dee. 17, was sur- 
prised to find himself sent back to his 
unit on Christmas Eve, and within a 
few hours discharged from the Army. 


Stepney PSU to hold reunion 


A T the AGM of the Stepney Pacifist 
«~™* Service Unit on Dee. 4, the chair- 
man, Arthur Collis, stressed the finan- 
cial difficulties and lack of suitable 
personnel which the unit was ex- 
periencing, and hoped that the recent 
increase in activity in the pacifist 
movement would lead to an increased- 
interest in the service side of paci- 
fism. The Unit in Stepney had 
struggled hard to keep alive the 
spirit of service and as well as its 
valuable work of social reconstruction 
among problem families and other 
needy people, it was playing an_im- 
portant role as a practical exposition 
of what pacifism means in terms of 
social relationships. 


Preliminary notice was given for a 
reunion to be held on Sunday, Jan. 16, 1949, 
of all past and present, ful] and part-time 
workers in the Stepney Unit. 

Copies of the annual report and statement 
of accounts as well as further details of the 
Unit's activities can be obtaineg from, The 
Secretary, PSU, 6/355 The Highway E.}. 


NOTES FOR LISTENERS 


Hubert Butler, a member of the 
War Resisters’ International, will 
“give a talk on the BBC’s Third Pro- 
gramme on Saturday January 1, at 
920 p.m, entitled ““ Materialism 
without Marx.” Hubert Butler’s 
four articles “Report on Yugo- 
slavia,” which appeared in Peace 
News last October aroused much in- 
terest and discussion in many coun- 


tries. J ; 

A second talk on his experiences in 
China as a member of the FAU_ will 
be given by Tony Gibson on the BBC’s Home 
Service on Wednesday, Jan. 5 at 6.45 p.m. 
He will be describing an experiment in intro- 


ducing co-operative weaving methods into a 
Chinese village. He will also commence a 
series of morning talks ‘‘Tony Gibson Talk- 
‘ing . ...-on Friday, Jan. 7, at 8.50 a.m, 
The first has the title ‘‘ People on_ Trains.” 

Hardiman Scott, Editor of the “‘ Hants and 
Sussex. News" and Peace News reviewer will 
be taking part in ‘‘ County Commentary ” at 
10.15 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 7, on the West 
of England Home Service. 


/ pac: fists, 


——_Sybil Morrison’s——— 


CAMPAIGN 
—COLUMN— 


{ 
THE Campaign has really begu 
=~ On Dec. 16, at Newcastle, sh 
Belden, nobly stepping into : 
breach caused by my _ too slow i? 
covery from an attack of ‘fu, ™ 
literally the very last moment, rf) 
Stuart Morris, whose une 
energy is perhaps too much ¢4 4 
for granted, held an audience ent 
about 200 by their magninee 
speeches. Stuart Morris concentray™ 
on the political aspect of the We 
East relations and the pacifist oar 
tion by negotiation: Dr. Bele 
tackled the ethical and moral &P ) 
proach in a moving appeal to old - 
young to resist war and war prepat A 
tions. Stuart Morris explained 
questioners that the pacifist met) 
did not involve tame submission i 
tyranny, but the opposition to il 
anny both at home and abroad © 
non-violent resistance and const 
willingness to negotiate. 


IN GLASGOW 


On from Neweastle to Glaseem 
where I was able to join SiH, 
Morris on Saturday afternoon 4! r 
meeting of the FoR at the 4 
Community Centre. Short speech 
tea and talk, and a wonderful sp# 


—— i 


of confidence and co-operation ob 
us on to Sunday’s engagement, Wi 
v 


renewed energy and hone. f 
Morris spoke in the morning at iid 
Study Circle and I “ preached” in We 
Unitarian Church a‘ unique and 


Cobos 5 


i} { 
riching experience for me. In os 
evening, along with Rhys bai 


M.P., we had the opportunity to ¢ 
dress 1,000 people gathered in vis 
St. Andrew’s Halls. Stuart Mort 
analysed the position in regard * 
negotiations with Russia, Rue | 
Davies attacked the Governme® 
drift towards war, and I tried “J 
give the pacifist answer to the (™ | 
rent problems of the day. sy 

On the platform, as we looked)= | 
the large crowd gathered to hear ne 
we ‘could not help but remember bet 
ereat days of the past, and we We 
2le-detobe there with these Glia 
who with their faith 
dimmed, had the courage and © 
confidence to organise this big mez 
ing and the generosity to £ 
neatly £100 to maker it» possi™ 
Stuart Morris brought -a ‘message © 
goodwill’ and~a cheque for £5 fro™ 
Sir Hugh Roberton. ’ 


$< — a erg pr —- eR ey een 
-2E OS me 


SS SOLZA ES ZO 


evening 


PPU friends in the. Gould 
Edinborough, and were’ much 
couraged io find that quite a num 


of non-pacifists had been sufficient ‘ 
interested to eeme to the meetings 
Stuart Morris had also address#) 5 ho 
meetings in Stranraer arid Aberde@™ } ay 
and though we both felt tired by Wa} lay 
time we got back to London we W® an a 
truly encouraged by the signs of 7 T 
vival and energy in the North al@) 7 mé 
the warmth of our greeting. fale 
The Campaign had started. Tha t 
London’s turn next.’ Friday,. Jan. 4p pe 
at the Central Hall, Westminster. e ‘ 
London does as well as Newcas’y: {Ay 
and Glasgow we shall not look Dae. y's 
and 1949 will be the turning poitl | fyg 
in the history of the PPU and pt Jaq 
haps:in the history of the world. 7 Ja, 
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